
Report of FOCT Coconut palm climbing training programme 

 

 The ICAR-Krishi Vigyan Kendra (Dakshina Kannada) Mangaluru has organized the 

Six days training programme as part of the ‘Friends of Coconut Tree (FoCT) Palm Climbing 

Training Programme’ sponsored by Coconut Development Board (Ministry of Agriculture 

and Farmer welfare, Government of India) Regional Office Bengaluru from 16
th

 to 21
th

 

January, 2023 at ICAR-KVK (D.K), Mangaluru to impart skill for unemployed youth in the 

art of climbing coconut tree as well as to take up the plant protection measures.  

The training programme covered practical session on climbing the coconut tree and 

technical sessions on the various aspects such as climbing machine-main parts, working and 

trial,  cultivation aspects of coconut starting from introduction to coconut palm, cultivation, 

climate soil requirements, varieties of coconut, cultural, nutrient management, recycling of 

palm waste, intercropping and mixed cropping, drip irrigation, crown cleaning aspects - 

biological and chemical methods, organic farming practices and plant protection operations to 

harvesting procedures and post-harvest operations in coconut, developing leadership quality 

and communication skills, entrepreneurship development skills, thrift/savings management 

first aid measures etc.  

The training programme was inaugurated by Geetha Kulakarni, ACP, Traffic Police, 

Mangaluru and in her inaugural speech addressed trainees to follow traffic rules and 

encouraged the trainees to develop technical skill for tackling the problem of coconut tree 

climbers for coconut farming. Mr. Ramesh, Traffic Inspector, Kankanady Police Station, 

Mangaluru participated as a chief guest and addressed the trainees to make use of training for 

sustainable livelihood. Dr. H. R. Naik,Deputy Director, Department  of Horticulture were 

present during the inauguration programme. Dr. Rashmi R. Scientist (Horticulture) and 

coordinator of the training programme extended a very warm welcome to the Chief Guest, all 

dignitaries, invitees and participants of the training programme and also encouraged the 

trainees to take the advantages of the technologies and develop skills to make their coconut 

production systems and plant protection activities more sustainable and effective. Dr. 

Ramesha T. J. Senior Scientist and Head on his presidential remarks highlighted about the  

present status and future scope for development of coconut orchards in the district and urged 

to utilize the schemes and programmes of Coconut Development Board for sustainable 



production and income and inauguration was ended by the Vote of thanks of Dr. Kedarnath, 

Scientist(Plant protection) 

 Dr. Rashmi R., Scientist (Horticulture), Dr. Mallikarjun L., Scientist (Soil Science), 

Dr. Kedarnath, Scientist (Plant Protection), Mr. Jeevan (Programme Coordinator) BVT 

Manipal,  Mr, Lathish Counselor (Amulya Dakshina Kannada) and Dr Gautham Shetty, 

Doctor (Dispensary) Fisheries College Campus, Mangaluru were participated as the resource 

persons during the 6 days training programme. During the last session of the training, a 

‘Coconut Olympics’ was also conducted in which the trainees were able to climb the 40 feet 

palms within 75-80 seconds.  

 The valedictory function was organized on 21
st
 January 2023 with distribution of 

coconut climbing machine, Cash prize to the best 3 climbers got first three places during the 

Coconut Olympics and certificates to the participants.  

Dr.  Ramesha T. J., Senior Scientist and Head inaugurated the valedictory function and 

briefed about the availability of traditional tree climbers for harvesting and to adopt timely 

plant protection measures was a hurdle faced by coconut growers in the major coconut 

growing states in India. In this regard, it’s important to train unemployed youths, in 

developing special skills and confidence in coconut palm climbing and plant protection 

activities for the benefit of the coconut community as a whole. Dr. Rashmi R., Scientist 

(Horticulture), briefed about employment opportunities in coconut farming by climbing the 

trees and also helps the youth to enhance their economic condition by this type of trainings. 

and strategies to be adopted to combat labor scarcity issues in the district.  

 During the valedictory function Dr. Shivakumar R., Asst. Professor (Veterinary 

Science), Dr. Chethan N. Scientist(Fisheries), Dr. Naveen Kumar B. T., Scientist 

(Agronomy), Dr. Kedarnath Scientist( Plant Protection), Dr. Mallikarjuna, Scientist           

(Soil Science) and Mr. Sathish Naik, Programme Assistant (Computer) and  non-teaching 

staff of ICAR-KVK also participated in the event. 
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Inauguration of FOCT palm climbing training programme on 16-01-2023 at ICAR-KVK,DK 

 



Inaugural address by smt.Geetha Kulkarni, ACP, Traffic Police, during inauguration 

held at KVK Mangaluru 

Group Photo of trainees of FOCT palm climbing training.  

 



Dr. Rashmi R.(Horticulture), ICAR-KVK (D.K) Mangaluru explaining about the 

climbing machine-main parts, working principles of climbing machine and trial  

 

Mr. Dinesh, Irvarthur, Master Trainer, explaining about the climbing machine-

main parts, working principles of climbing machine and trial 

 



Dr. Gautham Shetty, Campus Doctor, Fisheries College participated as a resource 

person and gave lecture on First aid measures  

 
Dr. Rashmi R., Scientist (Horticulture), ICAR-KVK, DK participated as resource 

person and gave lecture on Coconut cultivation, propagation methods, Harvesting etc. 

 

 



Dr.  Mallikarjun L., Scientist (Soil Science) ICAR- KVK (D.K) Mangaluru participated 

as a resource person and gave lecture on soil, climate and INM practices in coconut 

 

Dr. Kedarnath Scientist (Plant Protection) ICAR KVK (D.K) participated as resource person 

and gave lecture on pest and diseases management in Coconut 

Mr. Lathish, Counsellor (Amulya) Mangaluru participated as a resource person and 

gave lecture on savings  management 



 

 

Mr. Jeevan Programme Coordinator (BVT Manipal) conducting the events related to 

developing leadership quality and communication skills 

 



 

Exposure Visit to Thumbe Horticulture Farm and Neera Extraction Unit, Karnataka 

State Horticulture Department, Thumbe, Bantwala on 18-01-2023 

  



 

 

Coconut Olympics to select best three best trainers at ICAR-KVK (D.K) Mangaluru 

 

Certificate distribution to trainees on valedictory function held at KVK Dakshina 

Kannada  



 

 

Distribution of palm climbing device to the trainees during valedictory function held at 

ICAR-KVK (D.K) Mangaluru 

 

Feedback by trainees of  FOCT during  valedictory function held at KVK Dakshina 

Kannada 



News Coverage 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 https://www.etvbharat.com/kannada/karnataka/state/dakshina-kannada/coconut-tree-

climbing-training-in-managluru/ka20230119225003539539587  

 Udayavani-https://www.udayavani.com/district-news/dakshina-

kannadanews/coconutclimbing-training-for-the-unemployed-at-least-2000-rs-editing 

 https://fb.watch/i7kZ634zF-/?mibextid=RUbZ1f   

 ಮಂಗಳೂರು: ಸುಲಭದಲ್ಲ ಿ ತ ಂಗಿನ ಮರ ಹತ್ತಲು ಕುಡ್ಿದಲ್ಲ ಿ ತ್ರಬ ೇತಿ, ನಿರುದ ್ ಯೇಗಿಗಳ ಪಲ್ಲಗ ರವದ 

ಕಲಪೃಕ್ಷ* 

https://publicnext.com/article/nid/Udupi/Mangalore/Jobs/?lang=kn&node=768924  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.etvbharat.com/kannada/karnataka/state/dakshina-kannada/coconut-tree-climbing-training-in-managluru/ka20230119225003539539587
https://www.etvbharat.com/kannada/karnataka/state/dakshina-kannada/coconut-tree-climbing-training-in-managluru/ka20230119225003539539587
https://www.udayavani.com/district-news/dakshina-kannadanews/coconutclimbing-training-for-the-unemployed-at-least-2000-rs-editing
https://www.udayavani.com/district-news/dakshina-kannadanews/coconutclimbing-training-for-the-unemployed-at-least-2000-rs-editing
https://fb.watch/i7kZ634zF-/?mibextid=RUbZ1f
https://publicnext.com/article/nid/Udupi/Mangalore/Jobs/?lang=kn&node=768924


Category wise participants details 

Name of  

the 

scheme 

Total 

 no.of 

beneficiaries 

No.of beneficiaries 

Gender Social Category   

( 3  )  

Male 

(out of 

3) 

Female  

 (out of 

3) 

TG 

 (out 

of 3) 

General 

( out of 

3) 

OBC 

( out 

of 3) 

SC 

 ( out 

of 3) 

ST 

 (out 

of 3) 

PwD 

( out of 

3) 

FoCT Palm 

Climbing 

Training 

Programme      

20 17 3 0 0 16 2 2 0 

Category wise fund utilization details 

Total Exp 

incurred 

(Rs.in lakhs) 

Amount (Rs.in lakhs) 

Gender 
Social Category 

  

( 4 ) 

Male 

 ( out of 

4) 

Female 

 ( out of 

4) 

TG 

 ( out 

of 4) 

General 

 ( out 

of 4) 

OBC 

 ( out 

of 4) 

SC 

 ( out 

of 4) 

ST 

 ( out 

of  4) 

PwD 

( out of 

4) 

0.565 0.48025 0.08475 0 0 0.452 0.0565 0.0565 0 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 


